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Prasar Bharati probe: CVC
gets documents from [&B

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

DECKS have been cleared for
initiating investigation into al-
leged financial irregularities by
Prasar Bharati Corporation,
with the CVCfinally getting all
relevant papers from the I&B
Ministrylast week.

CVC had asked 1&B Min-
istry for all documents and re-
ports of internal inquiries relat-
ing to various cases of alleged
financial irregularities and vio-
lations of rules by Prasar
Bharati CEO B S Lalli some
months ago. After initial reluc-
tance, apparently because
some allegations spill over to
the role of the ministry itself,
the I&B Ministry sent all the

documents to CVC. “We have
received all the papers and one
of our officers is investigating
into all the allegations,” Chief
Vigilance ~ Commissioner
Pratyush Sinha said.

A CVC probe into allega-
tions against Prasar Bharati
was directed by the Delhi HC
lastyear. Lalli has been accused
of favouring a particular com-

. pany in the award of telecast

rights of cricket tournaments in
violation of CVC guidelines,
flouting decisions of Prasar
Bharati Board with which he
has major differences, paying
fees to lawyers far in excess of
prescribed rates and failing to
establish any internal audit in
the organisation. Lalli has de-
nied all charges.



